
 

Kia ora koutou, 
 
I am sure you have followed with interest the recent announcements made by 
the Prime Minister. 
 
It is reassuring to hear how well our country has done at minimising the 
impacts of COVID-19. Alert Levels 4 and 3 have not been easy and I thank 
you for your ongoing support for the work we are doing. 
 
This week, the Prime Minister advised that in Alert Level 2 schools are safe 
environments for children, young people and staff and that additional public 
health control measures are in place to prevent the spread of disease and to 
support contact tracing. 
 
The key Public Health approach is to minimise the risk that someone gets 
infected in the first place, and second to ensure we can identify and contact 
anyone who has been in close contact with a person, if someone in a school 
is infected.  
 
As we have done in Alert Level 3, you can be assured that in Alert Level 2 we 
will know who is at school, who our staff and students have been in close 
contact with and take appropriate measures to keep everyone safe. Please 
see attached Opoutere School Alert Level 2 Planning and Protocols and 
know that we will work towards minimising risk in all aspects of the day to day 
running of the school. 
 
Physical distancing is a good precaution to prevent the spread of disease. We 
do however know it is challenging in schools, so children, young people and 
staff will be far enough away from each other so that they are not breathing on 
or touching each other and will be coupled with good hygiene practices 
including; staff and students coughing into their elbows, handwashing and 
drying/ sanitising and regular cleaning of commonly touched surfaces.  
 
Our school has safe and sensible practices to maintain the health and safety 
of everyone on the school site. Please note the following important 
expectations: 

● Under Alert Level 2 it is paramount that any students and staff are 
to stay at home if they are sick. Anyone who presents at school with 
any flu like symptoms will be isolated immediately and sent home. 

● Parents and caregivers are respectfully discouraged from coming on 
site unless absolutely necessary. If onsite, all parents and caregivers 
must enter via the office and be recorded in the visitor register. 



● Buses will run as normal. Ministry is supplying hand sanitiser for 
students and drivers to use on every journey, and increased cleaning 
and sanitisation practices will be made after each trip. Seats directly 
behind the bus driver will be free.The school will maintain up-to-date 
passenger lists in the case of contact tracing. 

● Students arriving on Garett’s bus that usually enter the school via the 
main office must now follow the path outside the staffroom, through the 
shade sail area and into their classrooms. 

● Water fountains will be turned off. Students will need a named water 
bottle at school. Teachers will assist with refills. 

● Please remind children not to share food or drinks. 
● Loaned devices and chargers need to be returned on Monday 18 May. 
● Students may bring their own pencil case with equipment. 

Alternatively, shared supplies will be available and are able to be used 
with regular safe hygiene practices in place. 

 
It is important however that not just at school but at home, safe hygiene habits 
are practised by everyone, as this is essential to minimise the risk of anyone 
becoming infected with Covid-19.  
 
For more information about the public health measures at Alert Level 2, you 
can visit the covid19.govt.nz website: https://covid19.govt.nz/ 
 
We look forward to seeing your children on Monday morning when school 
resumes. If you have any questions about our Alert Level 2 Planning and 
Protocols, or have a child who might be vulnerable to serious illness and 
would like to discuss a plan for them, please contact the principal. 
 
Ngā mihi 
 
Jethro Dyer 
Principal 
 

https://covid19.govt.nz/

